
 

City of Clayton 
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 
Monday, June 4, 2012 
7:00 PM – The Center of Clayton  
Meeting Room C            

 

----- Agenda Topics ----- 

 

Topic  Notes 

1. Approval of Minutes    Mimi Deem   

2. Addresses from the Audience  Mimi Deem   

3. FY 2013 Fees & Charges Recommendation  Patty DeForrest  

4. Director’s Report  

*Accreditation Update: Reception   

*Program Update  

*Project Update  

Patty DeForrest   

5. Old Business/New Business  Mimi Deem   

   

 

Attachments:  
 Minutes – May 7, 2012 
 June Events Calendar   
 FY 2013 Fees & Charges Recommendation  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Notes:  
 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, July 2, 2012 



CLAYTON PARKS AND RECREATION COMISSION MEETING 
Monday, May 7, 2012 

The Center of Clayton – Multipurpose Room C 
 

The following members were present:    Excused/Absent: 
Ira Berkowitz   Darryl Higuchi   Marguerite Garrick  
Brad Bernstein  Andrea Maddox-Dallas  
Mimi Deem   Eric Schneider     
Michelle Harris  Melanie Tamsky 
Laurel Herrington 
     
Also Present: 

Patty DeForrest 
Eric Gruenenfelder     
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the April meeting were approved as written. 
 
Addresses from the Audience:  There were no addresses from the audience. 
 
Mr. Higuchi, Mr. Bernstein, and Mr. Praiss all serve on the Clayton School District Board of 
Education.  Mr. Bernstein has a strong interest in continuing to serve on the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, so Mr. Praiss stepped down. Mr. Bernstein will and Mr. Higuchi will be 
the Board of Education members who serve on the Commission.     
 
Director’s Report: 
-Fees & Charges Recommendation for FY 2013 Budget:  Ms. DeForrest discussed the fees 
and charges with the Commission.  She noted that it has been three years since fees at the Shaw 
Park Aquatic Center have increased.  There has been a 15% increase in expenditures during this 
time, primarily due to increased costs associated with commodity, utilities and additional lap 
swimming hours in the evening and at the end of the season.    
 
Staff review comparative markets when considering proposed fee increases.  Resident family 
rates have remained steady for a long time.  The Commission would like to have the resident fee 
increases phased in because they believe the increase is too large to be passed on to residents 
at one time.  Further, Commission members would like corporate and non-residents pay much 
more than residents for passes to the Aquatic Center. They believe the pool is crowded and 
residents should have priority usage.  It was also suggested to raise each tier 15% to get caught 
up on the budget. Ms. DeForrest said raising rates based on the increase in expenditures would 
not improve the overall deficit but simply catch up with these increased costs. In conclusion, Ms. 
DeForrest and her staff will compile some new membership rates and bring the recommendations 
to the June meeting. 
 
The remainder of the fees discussed, including lap lane rental fees, ice rink and tennis center fess 
were approved by the Commission.   
 
-Oak Knoll Park Project Update:  Ms. DeForrest told the Commission she had a meeting with 
MSD about their proposed plan to address water issues residents on Southmoor are 
experiencing. MSD is proposing a plan that includes a 10 to 14 foot retaining wall.  This is 
different than the original proposal which included wetlands and gently sloping drop offs. Staff has 
asked they include a layered wall treatment so it would look better and that MSD could still do the 
project as wetlands or an interesting landscape treatment. This is part of an overall plan to 



address the stormwater issues. The overall plan is not the best solution to correct the problem, so 
MSD has been challenged to come up with a better plan.  The City will be asked to give MSD an 
easement for nearly two acres of land in Oak Knoll Park and is interested in making it an 
educational showpiece if it is to move forward.   
 
Dog Park Update:  The City received approval from State and Federal agencies that was 
needed in order to move forward with the dog park project.  An open house will be held at The 
Center of Clayton on Thursday, May 24 so attendees can ask questions and offer comments 
about the project.  A mailing will go out to residents living 1,000 feet from Haddington Court.  The 
dog park business plan was distributed to the Commission. 
 
The approximate cost of construction for the dog park will be between $55,000 and $80,000.  The 
dog park supporters have been charged with raising the money through private donations for the 
construction costs. The City will not begin construction until the funds are in place.   
 
Multi-use Facility Design Charrette:  Mr. Michael Pratl and Mr. Anselmo Testa from Jacobs 
Engineering led the multi-use facility portion of the meeting.  (See attached PowerPoint for 
additional details).  The presentation they reviewed with the Commission was put together 
specifically for Ice Rink Public Forum on Thursday, May 17.  The multi-use facility discussion 
included a streetscape plan for the ice rink, whether or not to keep the rink NHL size and possible 
program ideas for the facility.  Lacrosse, soccer, sand volleyball, farmer’s market, an event and 
concert venue, and movie nights were other possible ideas.  Various types of coverings for the 
rink were shown.  A program statement needs to be developed to ensure that the facility has 
programs that meet market demand and generate revenue.   
 
The desired outcome from the public forum is to get more people engaged in the project and to 
find out what people want the facility to be used for in the off season.  Further, the Commission 
wants to make sure attendees get excited about a cover on the rink and find out exactly what that 
means.  They need to understand that it is a way to protect the ice while respecting those who 
enjoy seeing ice skaters on the rink when they drive down Brentwood Boulevard.  When the 
presentation came to a close, the Commission expressed their likes and dislikes about the 
presentation. Overall the presentation works, the commission has asked Mr. Pratl and Mr. Testa 
to rearrange the order of the slides and focus on the potential coverings for the rink.  
Programming would be a secondary discussion point.   
 
Old Business / New Business: There was no old or new business to report.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 

Denise Ucinski   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

City of Clayton’s June 2012 Special Events 
 

Saturdays in June - Clayton Farmer’s Market:  Clayton's Farmers' Market 
supports local farmers, spotlights organic items and other unique and 
seasonal specialties.  The market is open from 8:30 am-12:30 pm and is 
located on Straub’s parking lot. 
 
Sunday, June 3 – Taste of Clayton:   The eighteenth Taste of Clayton food 
festival is scheduled for June 3 from 1:00 pm to 8:30 pm.  Guests will enjoy 
samplings from fifteen of Clayton’s award winning restaurants for $7 or less 
per taste. Each restaurant will offer a special $2 tasting. The location of the 
Taste has been changed from Shaw Park to downtown Clayton on Brentwood 
Boulevard between Forsyth and Maryland.  There will activities for children, a 
tasting tent and live entertainment.  Operation Food Search will be collecting 
donations from attendees and will be raffling off some outstanding prizes.    
 
Monday, June 4 – Summer Camps:  The first day of summer camp at The 
Center of Clayton is June 4; summer camps run weekdays through August 
10.  
 
Saturday, June 9 – Kids’ Day at Shaw Park:  Free admission is offered all day for 
resident children, ages 12 and younger.  Games and activities will be held 
throughout the afternoon.  
 
Wednesday, June 13 – Parties in the Park: This event has moved to the streets, 
but continues to be a popular place to meet with friends after work.  This month’s 
band is Pop n’ Rocket.   The event begins at 5:00 p.m. and lasts until 8:30 pm. 
  

Thursday, June 14 – World’s Largest Swimming Lesson: Become a World 
Record Holder!  The World's Largest Swimming Lesson is an attempt to break 
the Guinness World Record for a simultaneous swimming lesson. Children 
ages 3-12 may participate in the swimming lesson from 9:15 am-11:00 pm at 
Shaw Park Aquatic Center.   
 
Friday, June 22 – Sunday, June 24: CSP Invitational Swim Meet: Clayton Shaw 
Park Swim Team will be hosting their annual meet where nearly 700 participants 
from across the region compete.  During the meet, the pool is closed to the public.  
Arrangements have been made for pass holders to swim for free at Maplewood Pool 
and the Center of Clayton during the weekend.  
 



Saturday, June 23 - Hanley House Herb Tour: Join us for this special tour of the 
Historic Hanley House and learn about the importance of herbs in the 19th century 
kitchen. Bring your gardening shears and you will be invited to take clippings from 
the Hanley House Herb Garden.  The program begins at 10:00 am and is $8 for 
residents.  Registration is required.  
 
Sunday, June 24 – Musical Nights at Oak Knoll Park: Sponsored by the Clayton 
Century Foundation, this event is held monthly by the pond at Oak Knoll.  This 
month’s music will be provided by Flaming Pie, a local band who plays Beatles and 
British invasion covers.  The event is held from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm each month.   
 

 
 
 


